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The Nationalist Governmentality of the Park Chung
Hee Era and Its Counter-Discourses

Hong, Taiyoung

Korea National Defense University

In South Korea, nationalism has consistently been a valuable political resource
for both the government and its oppositions. After the April 19 Revolution and the
May 16 Coup d’Etat, the nationalist ideology purported by the Park Chung Hee
government aimed to realize a strong, prospering nation through modernization,
which were goals shared by its liberalist oppositions. As such, this nationalist
ideology, especially economic nationalism, was accepted by almost all groups of
South Korean society to a certain degree, to eventually govern the people’s
everyday life - thereby establishing the so-called ‘nationalist governmentality.’
The counter-discourses formed in resistance to Park Chung Hee’s nationalism
could be understood largely in two levels. Firstly, there were the criticisms of the
South Korean economy built through Park Chung Hee government’s economic
nationalism and attempts to pursue alternative approaches (Section II). Secondly,
there were the criticisms of Park Chung Hee’s nationalism and what he
understood as national, against which there formed resistance discourses (Section
III). Although these resistance discourses were located under the larger umbrella of
nationalist governmentality, they began to explore new actors of resistance to
create clevages of governmentality (Section IV) during Park Chung Hee’s rule. The
formation of new actors, the study of new social order, and socio-political

movements result in the collapse of Park’s regime
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