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Mental Disability and Democratic Society

Cheong, Eun

Yeungnam University

The keystone to a democratic society can be said to be on the right to
participate and communicate without restriction for all of its citizens including
people with mental disabilities. In order to guarantee the equal rights for them
as a citizen, it is essential to respect and accept people with mental disabilities
as they are even though they are seemingly lacking the ability to exercise the
rights. This study, in this context, looks at the social origins of the mental
illness, then examines the legal issues concerning the ability to communicate
and considers the need for deinstitutionalization. Then it concludes that the
guarantee of their social participation right should be top priority, which should
consequently be reflected in the actual educational environments.

= Key Words: Mental Disability, Democratic Society, Social Rights,
Deinstitutionalization
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