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Abstract

Soundscape of The May 18 Gwangju
Democratic Uprising ‘Site’

Cheon, Yu Cheol

Sungkyunkwan University

This article attempts to approach and analyze the ‘Scene’ of the
Gwangju Democratization Movement through the perspective,
‘soundscape’. It looks into, first of all, the soundscape of the state that
added government power to geopolitical sound, the ‘acoustic community’
formed through sound devices by the citizens who set out to proceed with
the movement and lastly, the sonic warfare of those who resisted the
state’s soundscape.

In May 1980, surrounded by the sound, ‘Gwangju’ was a tactical scope
of psychological warfare and a place for media experiences. New Army
Group that deployed the forces in Gwangju carried out a strategy of
instigating and appeasing citizens, developing a psychological warfare
applying several acoustic systems. It mobilized helicopters as well as
radio and television for broadcasting and equipped tanks and armored
vehicles with loudspeakers. Accordingly, students and citizens defended
against and responded to the forces’ strategy through various acoustic
systems, while they propagated their own collective self-identity. In sum,
a place that covered all capabilities of psychological warfare unfolded in

‘Gwangju’.

This paper was written in order to restore and reconstitute the cultural
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and political strategies on the dimension of sound developed in the
‘scene’ of the movement, unlike studies of the Gwangju Democratization
Movement approached by focusing on the excavation of the existing
facts, the investigation and revelation of the truth and discourse analysis.
This is an attempt to expand the methods and spheres of studies of the

Gwangju Democratization Movement.

Gwangju Democratic Uprising, Sound-scape, Cultural Politics
of Sound, Acoustic Community, Acoustic Warfare
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