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Abstract

Reconstruction of the Origin of Korean Democracy

Kim, Jeongin

Chuncheon National University of Education, Professor

Examined in this article are two kinds of arguments. They have both
stressed that Democracy was implanted on Korean soil, but they also
differed in opinion over how it actually was. One of the two arguments
theorized that democratic institutions and ideology of free democracy
were planted by the U.S. right after the Korean liberation, while the other
thought that democracy was introduced to Korea (imported by Koreans)
in the 19th century as a philosophy and a form of government as well.
Both arguments view democracy as an advanced set of institution and
ideology transplanted on a Korean environment in the wake of exterior
influences, and they have also been based on a stance determined to seek
the origin of democracy in Korea, which has been struggling to establish
and fulfill a democratic system.

This article is a critical view of such Implanted democracy argument in
general. It also attempts to assume a cultural perspective in approaching
the subject, trying to find the origin of Korean democracy through
examination of several trends such as Equality for all, history of
Resistance, and Democracy in Communities, which all began to emerge
in the early days of formation of a democratic culture in this country. The

general idea is to formulate a hypothesis that Korean democracy

originated with these kinds of cultural characteristics, and ultimately

SH=2 | | 813 BT 7/Rlol 7 53



enabled the March 1st movement and the declaration of a Democratic
Republic in 1919, not as separated out-of-the-blue incidents, but as a

culmination of 100 years of cultural efforts aimed toward democracy.

m Keyword: Argument of Implanted Korean Democracy, Democratic

Culture, Universal Equality, Resistance Movement, Group Democracy
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