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Abstract

Vagabond Institution and Social Pains

Focusing on the experiences of victim survivors

Yu, Hae jeong

Sungkonghoe University, Researcher

The purpose of the study is to sociologically analyze and understand
the experiences and the following pains of those who faced forced
segregation and detention under the policies on vagabonds by the
authoritarian regimes from the 1960’s through 1980’s.

Based on in-depth interviews with the victim survivors of the three
vagabond institution: the Seo-san Pioneer Team, the Seon-gam Academy,
and the Hyoungje Welfare Institution, the study proves that the pains the
victim survivors suffered throughout their whole life are social in nature.

The pains, which are ongoing yet, have been caused with the abusive
and ruinous experiences at the vagabond institution, social strife and
maladjustment following becoming a vagabond, social isolation and
shrinking-down with social prejudice, and the reality that the past is not
properly worked through.

Because of this, the victim survivors make endeavors to resolve the
social pains, accelerating the fact-finding movement. The problem is, the
past-settlement process leads to another pain and furthermore, it is
impossible to make a complete recovery from the damage, where lies the
true nature of the pains the victim survivors experience.

Social Suffering, Trauma, Seo-San Pioneer Team, Seon-Gam

Academy, Hyoungje Welfare Institution
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