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Abstract

Poverty, the Social and Democracy

Focusing on the discussions of Hannah Arendt and Jacques Donzelot

about the difficulties and visions of the politics of the social

Kim, Joohwan
Dongguk University, Lecturer

This paper aims to analyze the politics of the social that has developed
around the problem of poverty. For this purpose, I investigate in the
discussions of both Hannah Arendt and Jacques Donzelot concerning that
issue. Their analyses of the politics of the social offer us rich insights
about the dangers that it can cause. Specifically, it may reduce a politics,
as struggles between plural forces, into narrow systematic and functional
policies governed by political engineering or the government of social
risk. They tend to regard the social, however, as a kind of monolithic
entity without any internal conflict between plural forces. Therefore, they
cannot suggest any alternative solution for turning the politics of the
social into a more democratic project. I argue that the social needs to be
understood as a dynamic sphere in which both principles of nomos and
physis fight against each other in order to organize our social world on

their own logics.
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