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Abstract

A Study on the Social Commentary of Byun Young-joo Films

An, Jeong Yun
Hanyang University, Ph.D. Candidate

Ham, Chung Beom

Hanyang University, Research Professor

This study explores the social commentary of the films directed by
Byun Young-joo, a leading female film director in Korea, focusing on
her three feature-length films: Deep Loves (2002), Flying Boys (2004),
and Helpless (2012). Byun Young-joo has consistently maintained a
critical view of society in her works despite being in the Korean film
industry where female directors often struggle to survive. The socially
critical characteristics of Byun Young-joo's films can be attributed to
Byun's background as a university student in 1980s Korea marked by
feminist movements and protests for democratization, which was
accompanied by the documentary movement. Her feature-length films
share three common characteristics. First, they carry a critical
awareness of the familist ideology of Korean society. Second, the
films reflect the rapid transformation of Korean society following the
invasion of the neo-liberalism economic system, and the characters
embody the social hierarchy that emerged as its outcome. Third, the
films present a social commentary on Korean society’s disaffiliation
from the socially vulnerable and view social minorities from a
perspective that is free of discrimination. These characteristics set

Byun Young-joo's works not only as a base-point for critically
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understanding the problems of Korean society but also as a milestone

for Korean society.

B Keywords:Byun Young-joo, Familism, Neoliberalism, Feminism
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