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Revisiting The Democratic Struggle in June from the Local
Perspective:

Focusing on the Students’ Movement of Chonnam National University

Kim, Bong Guk

Institute of Honam Studies, Chonnam National University, Research Professor

This paper criticizes the frame of perception (un)consciously imposed on the
Democratic Struggle in June to remember or describe the event centering on a
certain axis of time, as the name “Democratic Struggle in June” suggests. This
frame of perception is born from the repeated application of the logic of western
modernity, which assumes the preemption of time over space, in the
examination of the uprising, leading to the reproduction of this specific
perspective, Existing histories of the people’s democratic struggle tied-up with
certain points of time, such as June 10°, June 18, or June 26, only draw a
landscape of fierce conflicts or the devotion of democracy fighters. As such, they
fail to provide and interpret the unique context of the spatial locality and the
emotions and experiences of the diverse local agents involved in the struggles.
Moreover, the time-oriented assessment of the agents, activities, and locality of
the Democratic Struggle in June led to the competition or conflicts between the
center (Seoul) and local, between local regions, and between the center and
peripheries, over their shares in the democratic struggle. That is, the agents and
localities clashed in the attempt to gain exclusively the symbolic capital and
political legitimacy of democracy provided by the involvement in the
Democratic Struggle in June, a symbolic event of democracy, as democracy

became consolidated as a universal value and institutional system in Korea,
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Conclusively, these aspects arose from the re-contextualization of
heterogeneous spaces, agents, and movements towards the final end which was
set as the Democratic Struggle in June. Thus, this research argues for the need to
shift the perspective to a ‘spatial turn’ and to revisit the Democratic Struggle in
June from the respective viewpoints of its local agents. In this regard, this study
revisits and reorganizes the experiences and memories of the students’
movement of Chonnam National University, which comprised the key motive

power of the Democratic Struggle in June in the area of Gwangju City.

B Keywords: Western Modernity, Spatial Turn, Democratic Struggle in June,

Local(ity), Students’ Movement of Chonnam National University
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