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A Study on the Scope of Democratic Citizenship Education
and Ways to Promote Related Programs

Focusing on the Perspectives of Operators and

Participants of Democratic Citizenship Programs in Seoul

i , - _Seoul Educational Policy Institute, Research Fellow
Kim, Won-seok_Seoul Ed 1 Policy I R h Fell
Ong, Jin-hwan_Korea Institute for Curriculum and Evaluation, Research Fellow
Jeong, Ha-yoon_Ewha Womans University, Ph.D.

J eong, WOIl-gyu_Seoul National University, Professor

There has been a recent surge of interest in democratic citizenship education
(DCE) in Korea, However, amid a lack of a broader social consensus on DCE,
there are increasing confusion and debate over the scope and contents of DCE,
which have been deterring the efforts to provide support to diverse DCE
activities, Against this backdrop, this study explores the ways in which DCE is
understood by those who organize, run, and participate in DCE programs, In
particular, this study employs ethnographic methods (semi-structured interviews
and focus group interviews) that provide insight into what is actually happening
in reality.

As expected, a variety of perspectives were expressed in relation to the
definitions of democracy and democratic citizen as well as what DCE should
entail, Notably, the interviewees commonly highlighted the importance of
democratic procedure or democratic teaching rather than DCE topics
themselves, Based on the results, this study defined DCE as “education that
addresses topics on political activities, including everyday politics, and

socially-oriented public activities, assuming that the educational activity meets




the requirements of procedural democracy.”

Then, the ways to promote DCE were explored largely in two dimensions:
factors which can be applied to all DCE programs (PR strategies, securing
educational spaces, etc.) and factors which can be applied to specific types of
DCE. For the latter, DCE programs were divided into six types according to their
topics (social or personal) and foci (agenda, relationship, and activities), and the
securing of expertise, the engagement in common experiences and
achievements, and the planning capacity of DCE program staff were derived as
elements for promoting DCE. Lastly, based on the research outcomes, the paper
underlines the need for a more inclusive policy support based on political
neutrality and higher policy responsiveness to the diverse demands for DCE in

order for DCE to develop further,

B Keywords: Democratic Citizenship Education, Ethnography, Typology,

Political Neutrality, Policy Responsiveness
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