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The Campaign to Build the Comfort Women Memorial in San
Francisco and the Identity Politics of Zainichi-Korean

Lee, Ji Young

Institute for Japanese Studies, Dongguk University, Research Fellow

This paper focuses on the identity politics of the Zainichi-Korean group
Eclipse Rising (ER), which campaigned for the construction of the Comfort
Women Memorial in San Francisco. The San Francisco Comfort Women
Memorial was built through a transnational and global coalition called the
Comfort Women Justice Coalition (CWJC) that went beyond race, ethnicity,
nationality, gender, and social class, which was launched by 17 summit groups
and supported by 150 groups. ER played a major role in leading the movement
against the Japanese right-wing’s systematic opposition campaign to weaken
such solidarity, ER is a group organized by the third generation of
Zainichi-Koreans who have rooted themselves on their identity as Zainichi-
Koreans out of their multiple identities, Based on the locality and progressive-
ness of San Francisco, universal values, and their network with various organiza-
tions, the members of ER transformed the identity of Zainichi beyond victims of
discrimination to actors of social justice. In terms of identity politics, ER’s
members used their multilingual skills to establish the framework for
legitimizing the Comfort Women Memorial campaign and flexibly joined forces
with Japanese-American groups as well as organizations in Japan to mobilize
support for the Comfort Women Memorial construction campaign. ER’s identity
politics suggests that the return and assimilation into Japanese society followed

by the re-immigration to other countries do not mean the extinction of
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Zainichi-Koreans, but rather places them as diasporas, thereby expanding their
identity, The task remains to deepen the analysis of the dynamic lives and
identity of Zainichi-Koreans in the 21st century marked by trans-border
movements and glocalization through in-depth interviews with other ER

members and other Zainichi-Korean organizations.

B Keywords: San Francisco's Japanese Military Comfort Women Memorial,

Zainichi-Korean, Japanese Right-wing, Identity Politics, Supranational Solidarity
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