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Where Have the Cries of Disabled Panhandlers Gone

The Problems of Destitute Disabled People in the 80-90s and
the Responses of the Disability Movement

Ha, Keum Chul

The Academy of Korean Studies, Ph.D. Course

The main interest of Korea’s disability movement was the disabled people’s
right to work, which materialized as their demand to enact the Persons with
Disabilities Employment Promotion Act, However, although this bill was passed
by the National Assembly in December 1989, only a small number of disabled
people were eligible for its benefits, and most of the destitute disabled people
had to make a living in the informal economy outside the labor market. Yet, the
problem of destitute disabled people, who appeared in newspapers as
panhandlers, peddlers, street vendors, night market sellers, and newspaper
salesperson, etc., was not the main concern of the disability movement, What
spurred the social attention on destitute disabled people was the request made
by the chairman of the Korea Association of Physically Handicapped Persons to
the police in September 1991 to investigate the existence of gangs that extort
disabled panhandlers, which led to a large-scale crackdown on panhandlers.
This incident caused a strong backlash from the Korean Independent Welfare
Association for the Disabled, which was the base organization of peddlers and
beggars, and also provided an opportunity for organizations for disabled youth
to build a solidarity over the problem of destitute disabled people. After the

struggle surrounding the funeral of Choi Jung-hwan, a disabled street vendor
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who put himself on fire for the cause, in 1995, the issue of the destitute disabled
people emerged as the core agenda of the disability movement, and the street
vendor movement organization of the disabled called the Disability
Independence Promotion Committee was formed., However, these attempts
came to a halt at their early stages amid the rapid institutionalization and

mainstreaming of the disability movement in the late 1990s,

B Keywords: Destitute Disable People, Parasitic Consumer Class, Panhandler
Incident, Street Vendor Movement of the Disabled, Disability Independence

Promotion Committee
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